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Pinstripes push patient

Inspire
her fight
Vs. cancer

August 27," she
vant to be in the

10t the only
ancer this

A HOME RUN FOR HOPE

thick forked tube known as a
double lumen broviac, feeling
all the side effects of having
ised her own bone marrow to
try to make herself well ag
g sick to her stomach all
time, having a throat so
sore she can barely swallow
Trying to make herself better
before the Yankees will play
the Tigers on television.

This is where she is, a
month away from 16, instead
of at the mall, or planning to
go to Jones Beach with her
friends for a summer concert
r watching the Yankees from
her fam s at the
Stadium. Or takin

watching F f
Formula One c:
Poconos. Or sitt
own room on
ght, watching the Yanke
there, pulling for Tino
inez. who is not just her
favorite player now. but her

~§|

friend

The other Sunday she got to
g0 on the field during batting
practice. She met Martinez
who is donating money to the
Children’s Cancer Center at
Columbia-Presbyterian for ev
ery RBI he gets. They posed
for pictures and then Beth Ma
ria sat in the dugout for an
hour or before watching
th
dio booth with J S g
and Michael Kay. Sterling and
Kay even put her on the air

That was a dream Sunday
when she got to be a normal
kid all the way. when Colum

bia-Presbyterian felt as if it
were on the other side of the
world

“She acts as if you're the one
who's sick,”” Tino Martinez
says. “She acts as if she's there
to try to make you feel better.
instead of the other way
around.”

At the hospital on Thursday
Beth's mother, Kiki
can't imagine what this sum-
mer would be like for her
without_this connection_she
has to Tino now, to the Yan
kees. Somehow baseball is a
way for everything to be the
way it's supposed to be

The doctors measure blood
counts, platelets and hemoglo-
bin. They measure a white
blood cell count that is so low
these days. around 100, the re
sult of all the chemotherapy
Her body is fed electrolytes
through the IV, the electrolyte
count monitored closely as

'SUSAN WATTS DALY N
fan Beth
YANKEES 7.~
coping with a recent bone mar-
row transplant. And it helps to
have Bronx Bombers star Tino
Martinez (1.) in her corner.

well. In the meantime, she
counts off the days on the cal
endar, looking for her own
brief summer, between sets of
chemotherapy and the infu
sion of her own bone marrow
harvested in the spring when
the Hodgkin's disease came
back

And while all this goes on
she watches the Yankees as
fiercely as the doctors watch

> more time to watch
the games,” she said on Thurs-
just try to look at it that

N THE BED is
striped pillow
sewed herself. The
riped drapes for the big
window to her lefl. Next to the
window are the autographed
pictures from David Cone and
Joe Torre and Tino Martinez
of course. Somehow in these
weeks when he has come to
know Beth Maria and she has
come to know him, he has gone
on this big hot streak with the
bat, reaching 30 homers on
Friday night. There was also a
three-run homer the day she
was at the Stadium. There was
the home run derby he won at
- Game. Then an-
n homer, on Hi-
deki Irabu’s night on Thurs-
day
It was a swing that did more
than turn a game arounc
This hadn’t been much of a
day for me.” Beth Maria said
over the telephone on Thurs
ay, “until he hit that ball
en before the home run, it
as another day closer to g2o.
home. Maybe August will
be better.
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